
















Over recent years, The Birmingham Assay Office has
expanded the range of services it offers to the
jewellery and associated industries and a major
addition to its portfolio is AnchorCert Independent
Diamond Certification.

Consumers in the UK are increasingly demanding
that, when they buy a diamond, they understand 
fully the quality and characteristics of the stone. 
As a result The Birmingham Assay Office 
launched AnchorCert, the fast, efficient and totally 
independent diamond grading service. It provides 
rock solid reassurance about the quality of each 
stone that is examined.

The AnchorCert
laboratory, staffed by highly
qualified diamond graders and
gemmologists, is now recognised
as an international Centre of
Excellence. It is unique in the 
UK in that it is the only one
equipped with state-of-the-art
equipment capable of detecting
when a diamond has been subjected to undisclosed
HPHT (high pressure/high temperature) treatment to
improve the colour. Other equipment is designed to
positively identify synthetic diamonds.

The laboratory is the only one in the UK to 
receive accreditation from UKAS for the
certification of both loose and mounted stones,
and an AnchorCert Diamond Report provides
reassurance for consumers and added-value for traders.

In addition to diamond certification, AncorCert also
provides a range of services for coloured gemstones
including the identification of natural gems and
synthetic stones.

EXPERT GRADING AND
CERTIFICATION OF BOTH
LOOSE AND MOUNTED
DIAMONDS TOGETHER
WITH EXPERT REPORTS 
ON OTHER GEMSTONES

Independent diamond certification
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AnchorCert also provides its own well established
Tanzanite grading service. The service for this rare and
precious gemstone is increasingly in demand and is
available for both loose and mounted stones.

For more information please visit
www.anchorcert.co.uk
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SafeGuard was first launched in the 1980’s. 
It is the UK’s leading independent jewellery 
valuation organisation and is now a service provided
by The Birmingham Assay Office.

It now offers a range of services covering everything
from contemporary items to the rarest antiques.
Included are standard Safeguard valuations, The
Jewellery Portfolio, a service developed for serious
jewellery collectors, and the Safeguard Jewellery
Assessment Report, designed to provide purchasers of
contemporary jewellery, watches, silverware and
previously owned and antique items with the
reassurance they need before they buy. 

SafeGuard valuations are provided on 
a fixed price per item basis, so both the retailers 
who market the service and their customers know
exactly where they stand from the outset.

Valuations are provided by a team of highly trained,
full-time valuers, all of whom are NAG registered or
FGA qualified.  The simple fact that they are dedicated
to valuing precious possessions every working day
increases their level of expertise continuously. 
They also have access to the sophisticated
technology and expertise of AnchorCert and 
The Laboratory at the Birmingham
Assay Office should they need it.

In addition to the actual
valuation, the SafeGuard 
expert provides a brief, accurate
description of each item including, where appropriate,
the estimated size and weight of any precious stones,
type of precious metal, approximate age and origin.

Each item is also allocated a SafeMark – a unique
identity number which, when requested, can be
carefully and unobtrusively inscribed on suitable 
items, especially rings.  

THIS SERVICE, PROVIDED
BY A TEAM OF HIGHly
QUALIFIED  SPECIALISTS,
PROVIDES ACCURATE,
INDEPENDENT VALUATIONS
OF JEWELLERY and OTHER
PRECIOUS POSSESSIONS

the independent jewellery valuation service

A5 Corporate brochure 2008 v1:A5 Corporate brochure Final Art  1/8/08  17:00  Page 12



A report providing the description, the SafeMark and a
photograph of each item submitted is then prepared and
sent to the owner. 

The information and images are also recorded in the
secure SafeGuard database. Should items be lost or
stolen, the database will provide insurers with the
independent valuation needed to meet any claim, and
should items be recovered, the database can help to
provide proof of ownership.  

SafeGuard Valuations can be accessed in four ways.  
Many retail jewellers market SafeGuard, and jewellery
owners can submit items for valuation via them. Jewellers
also run special Valuation Days, where a SafeGuard Valuer
provides customers with ‘face to face’ valuations of their
treasured possessions. In some cases a SafeGuard Valuer
will visit an owner’s home to carry out the valuations.
Alternatively items can be posted direct to SafeGuard. 

For more information please visit www.safeguardvaluations.com
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