SELLING PRECIOUS METAL
JEWELLERY IN THE UK

Businesses who wish 1o sl precimes. metal jewellery, ie Platimam, Gold or Silver in the UK
must foliow the rules laid owt by law 0 the Hellmarkong Act 1973 i these nules are not
fallowed Trading Standards Officers hewe the gt 1o seire poods immediately and the seller
s CIHTETELEN. an ilkegal act.

There are three mportant nukes:

1 Inkvuiy Fireivicek

The |ow requires that i any iem s 10 be depotibed avl 30ld a5 Gold, Siwer or Platinum ik
mst meet 8 minamum standand o “fineness™ which is ppressed i pants. per thowsand. For
example, the miniMan quantity of precious metal in the alloy of an atide described Bs Sec
Gold must be 375 parts pex thousand The minimum quantity of sliver in items described &=
Sterling Silver must be at [past 925 parts. per thousand

Z AOumpulscry Halkvirk

F the iiem s O & certain weipght, the finencess must also be checled by an ndependent
Assay Office and the item halimarked with the rAesant mkamatin 1o show the customer
that the iem & of the speciiied fineness, il being offeved for sale
The weight tireshplds are-

Gold - over 1 fram

Siver - T.TE Frams

Platam over 0.5 frams

Palladium over 1 gram will need to be hallmarked from January 2010
A UK Halimark consists af three compubsnry sambols:

= A Spomsor's Mark, 8 mark indicative and unique | the business submitting the
articie for hallmafang
= A Mirmivess Mark — the purity of the precious metal oontent, for eEmple, steving

= The Asssy Offion Matk — this i the mark of The LK Assay {Hhice at which the halimark
has beon struck, in the case f The Bamingham Asssy {Hhce this = an Anchor.

= NBE fWhere a manufachurey has marked a fineness, such &s 325 o their e llery
this is hot & substituee for & LK hallimark

3. Denhae Notioes

k 5 80 & rquaEment for taders n precous metals o dspley 8 Dealers Nmice, which
explans. what the halimark means, N B prminent posiion &t ther place of medng. Dealer's
Matices can be obtained frinn The Bermingham Ascay Office at a cost of £10 00 nduding VAT
and pasiage and packing.
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